UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 90, No. 46 by WKU Student Affairs
Western Kentucky University 
TopSCHOLAR® 
WKU Archives Records WKU Archives 
4-14-2015 
UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 90, No. 46 
WKU Student Affairs 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records 
 Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons, 
Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 90, No. 46" (2015). WKU Archives Records. 
Paper 6505. 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6505 
This Other is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU 
Archives Records by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact 
topscholar@wku.edu. 
TUESDAY APRIL 14, 2015 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY > VOLUME 90, ISSUE 46
Gabbi Hagan, a senior from Tompkinsville, laughs while Debbie Vincent and her daughter Jessica fi nish shaving Hagan's head. 
Hagan is a member of Omega Phi Alpha and has shaved her head three times for St. Baldrick's. LEANORA BENKATO/HERALD
BY SHELBY ROGERS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU is one step closer to passing 
its reaccreditation by the Southern 
Association of College and Schools 
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), 
meaning the university would retain 
the financial and academic benefits of 
being an accredited university.  
Administrators have been planning 
for the SACSCOC review for more 
than two years. The process acts as a 
sort of university census, occurring 
every 10 years. Successful reaccredi-
tation means eligible students can re-
ceive federal financial aid, such as Pell 
Grants, and allow faculty a stronger 
platform for verifying the validity of 
their research. 
SACSCOC administrators toured 
campus last week for onsite reaffirma-
SEE JUMP WORD PAGE XX
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Some students feel overwhelmed by 
all the options when it comes to pick-
ing classes, but for some Saudi Arabi-
an students the options are fewer.
The Academic Quality Committee—
a standing committee in the Fac-
ulty Senate—submitted a report to 
the Senate Executive Committee on 
March 1 regarding an investigation. 
The committee was asked to investi-
gate an email sent to all advisors re-
garding students funded by the Saudi 
Arabian Cultural Mission (SACM). 
The SACM is an organization that 
provides financial aid to Saudi Ara-
bian students who choose to further 
their education in the United States. 
Laura DeLancey, Academic Quality 
committee chair, said the committee 
was asked to look into the issue by the 
SEC.
Russell Curley, director of the Aca-
demic Advising and Retention Center, 
sent the email. He said SACM does not 




SEE SACSCOC PAGE A3
SEE STUDENTS PAGE A2
SHAVE it   ff
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Sudents clustered at Nick Denes 
Field on Saturday afternoon, follow-
ing a WKU baseball game against the 
Southern Miss University Golden 
Eagles to shave their heads for a com-
mon cause.
The St. Baldrick’s fundraiser provid-
ed a way for students to raise money 
for a cure for childhood cancer, while 
showing support for those diagnosed 
with the disease. Many children lose 
their hair while fighting cancer due 
to chemotherapy, and the fundraising 
event allowed people to shave their 
hair in solidarity. 
The event, in its sixth year on cam-
pus and organized by Omega Phi Al-
pha sorority, raised $4,500 with future 
donations still pending. 
A group of about 50 people gathered 
around the deck off the third baseline 
to either watch or participate in the 
head-shaving spectacle. Men were the 
first called to get rid of their hair. The 
crowd cheered as the first locks of hair 
fell to the ground.
Nathan Wilson, a sophomore from 
Princeton, sported an “ask me why I’m 
St. Baldricks a chance to fi ght childhood cancer
Bowling Green junior Breanna Harris holds her pigtails in her lap after her hair was 
cut on Saturday. The hair will be donated to an organization that makes wigs for 
children with hair loss. LEANORA BENKATO/HERALD
SEE ST. BALDRICKS PAGE A2
BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The U.S. Department of State offered four Gatton Acad-
emy seniors National Security Language Initiative for Youth 
scholarships, which provide complete funding for immer-
sive language study in foreign countries over six to eight 
week periods in the summer. 
Derick Strode, assistant director of Academic Services for 
Gatton Academy, said this is the largest number of NSLI-Y 
scholarships ever awarded to Gatton students. 
He said Gatton Academy marketed the program to stu-
dents for four years and partnered with the WKU Office 
of Scholar Development to prepare applicants for written 
submissions and interviews. 
Gatton Academy senior India Blassar, from Henderson, 
will further her studies in Russian at a university in Mol-
dova. 
Blassar studied Russian for two semesters through the 
modern languages department. She said she chose Russian 
for her foreign language study because of its career market-
ability.
"I wanted to learn a critical language and increase job 
competitiveness," she said.
Blassar said she learned about the scholarship opportu-
nity from her roommate who participated last year. 
"I'm excited about the immersion aspect," she said. "I 
hope to become fluent."
Blassar said she hopes to continue her language studies 
Gatton seniors offered national scholarships
SEE GATTON PAGE A2
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WKU’s Augenstein Alumni Center,  Bowling Green, KY 
Celebrate your Hilltopper Pride with this 




For a limited time, receive one 
(1) FREE box of Service One’s 
exclusive Hilltopper Pride check 
series when you open a new 
Service One checking account!*
Already have a checking account with us?  
The Hilltopper Pride check series will be available 
to purchase for a nominal fee.  Please ask a 
Service One associate for more details. 
Apply for an account 
online at socu.com!
Federally insured by NCUA.www.SOCU.com
BOWLING GREEN:  1609 Campbell Lane  ·   543 US 31-W Bypass  ·  422 College Heights Blvd. (WKU Campus)  ·  GLASGOW:  116 Ensminger Dr.
Vote for us!
800-759-8500
#46 Best Bank/Credit Union of the Hill
Service One has been on WKU’s campus since 1963!  
Keep us the Best Credit Union on the Hill - vote for us today!
Membership eligibility applies. Certain requirements may apply to receive some products or account privileges. Subject to change without notice.  Limited time availability for free box of checks promotion. Free box of checks for new Service One checking accounts, only applicable to Hilltopper Pride checks.* -
and dance.
“It is funded through their national 
government and they do have some 
limitations with what they’re willing to 
fund,” he said.
Curley said SACM funding also ex-
tends to majors as well. Majors incor-
porating hard sciences, such as engi-
neering, are funded while humanities 
based majors are not.
DeLancey said the email in question 
was informing advisors what classes 
the Saudi Arabian students were fund-
ed to take.
“Someone was concerned that 
advisors were being told to steer 
students away from these majors,” 
DeLancey said. “When the Aca-
demic Quality Committee read the 
email, it appeared to us that it wasn’t 
so much anybody was saying steer 
students away. It was informing 
students that they aren’t funded for 
these majors.”
DeLancey said that was an important 
distinction to make.
“It’s one thing to inform a student 
of what their funding will and will not 
cover and it’s another thing to actively 
dissuade them from taking a certain 
class,” she said. 
The investigation into the email con-
cluded at the end of February and the 
committee’s report was released on 
March 1. 
However, DeLancey said the con-
versation might continue if someone 
asks for further investigation regard-
ing Saudi Arabian students’ academic 
freedom.
“Other issues came up when we were 
talking, including is it a problem that 
WKU is accepting funding from an 
institution that doesn’t allow students 
complete freedom of the classes that 
they take, but we felt that was outside 
the scope that we had been charged to 
look at,” she said.
She said if someone on Faculty Sen-
ate or the SEC decided they want to 
broaden the conversation, then the 




bald” pin. Wilson said he took part be-
cause fighting childhood cancer is a 
passion of his since he lost a childhood 
friend to cancer. He also took part in 
Up ‘til Dawn, a fundraiser for St. Jude’s, 
because of his interest.
“Any chance to help St. Jude’s and 
fight childhood cancer, I’ll take it,” he 
said.
After the men had been shaved, 
women were next in line. Most of the 
women opted to have their hair short-
ened, as opposed to completely shaved 
off. Several girls looked shocked as 
scissors and razors trimmed several 
locks of hair.
Gabbi Hagan, the event organizer, 
took part in the event for a third 
time, getting her head completely 
shaved. Hagan said she liked doing 
this event because of what it stands 
for.
“It’s a really neat thing to see every-
one come together for it, to fight child-
hood cancer,” she said.          
Courtney Martin, a freshman from 
Murray, said that while she’s not used 
to her hair being shorter, she’s glad she 
took part.
“I keep grabbing for it, and it’s not 
there,” she said. “I always wanted to do 
this, and this was the perfect opportu-
nity to do it with my sisters.”
ST. BALDRICKS
Continued from FRONT
in the future while staying at WKU to 
study biological anthropology.
Strode said participants in the pro-
gram will live with a host family to 
learn about culture and take "lan-
guage immersion classes" during the 
week.
Strode said students will also have 
the opportunity to travel on the week-
ends with their host families. 
He said the U.S. Department of State 
will fully fund all housing, tuition and 
travel expenses.
According to the NSLI-Y website, 
students can choose to study Arabic, 
Mandarin Chinese, Hindi, Korean, Ta-
jiki, Russian or Turkish in 12 different 
countries.  
Sam Booth of Owensboro will use his 
NSLI-Y scholarship to further his Kore-
an studies in South Korea this summer. 
Meredith Bickett, who is also from 
Owensboro, will study Arabic in Mo-
rocco. 
Blassar, Booth and Bickett all pre-
viously studied abroad with Gatton 
Academy, as well as conducted re-
search in various fields with WKU pro-
fessors. 
The U.S. Department of State also 
awarded the scholarship to Rena Ryu-
mae of Union, but she will decline to 
instead travel to Pusan National Uni-
versity in South Korea to collaborate 
with researchers to develop a point-of-
care diagnostic for pathogen detection 












Youth, or NSLI-Y, 
scholarship to 
study the Russian 
language abroad 
in Moldova for 
six weeks over 
the summer. 
The program, 
sponsored by the 
U.S. Department 
of State, allows 
students to 
fully immerse 
themselves in the 
language of their 
choice. "I'm hoping 
to become fl uent," 
Blasser said. "I 
fi gure language 
immersion is the 
fastest way to 
learn."
LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
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C R A F T  B E E R  +  M U S I C F E S T I VA L  I N  T H E  L O T
CRIME REPORTS
• Bowling Green freshman Carolina Ng re-
ported on April 12 an unknown male asked 
her personal questions while she was work-
ing the desk in Helm Library.
• Police offi  cers found Buff alo freshman Elijah 
Thomas on April 11 in possession of mari-
juana, drug paraphernalia and a controlled 
substance in Hugh Poland Hall. 
• Police cited Clarksville, Indiana freshman 
Lindsay Etherton and Shepherdsville fresh-
man Darby Capito on April 11 for possession 
of marijuana and possession of drug para-
phernalia in Bemis Lawrence Hall.
 
• Police cited Louisville sophomore and WKU 
football wide receiver Taywan Taylor on April 
10 for stealing a breakfast sandwich from the 
Garrett Conference Center food court. Esti-
mated value of the stolen food was $2.50. 
-tion, a major step in the accredi-
tation process. Prior to the com-
mittee’s visit, the university pre-
pared an intensive paper report 
explaining how it fulfilled SAC-
SCOC’s lengthy standards. 
President Gary Ransdell an-
nounced the successful visit via 
email on Friday. 
“The Committee was highly 
complimentary of all aspects of 
their visit, from the efficiency of 
the arrangements to the quality of 
the campuses and, most of all, the 
hospitality of everyone they met,” 
Ransdell said in the email.
Richard Miller, vice provost and 
chief diversity officer, was on the 
advisory committee that met with 
SACSCOC members throughout 
the process. 
“It’s a wonderful process,” he said. 
“It gives us an opportunity to give 
us a close look at the things we do, 
if we’re making progress towards 
compliance or there’s a red flag that 
we need to do things different. It’s 
a wholesome, very healthy process 
thorough internal review.”
While the reaccreditation visit 
was successful, the formal process 
isn’t over. Ransdell noted in his 
email that SACSCOC made two 
recommendations, but the fixes 
were small. 
One asked to “present clearer 
examples of assessment-driven 
improvement of academic pro-
grams,” Ransdell said. The second 
note requested that WKU change a 
small part of the “Evidence & Argu-
ment” Quality Enhancement Plan.
These responses are due Sept. 
9, 2015, according to Ransdell’s 
email. A formal decision will then 
be made in December.
Miller noted smaller check-ups 
will occur throughout the 10-year 
gap between reaffirmations. 
“There’s also a ‘mid-year’ pro-
cess every five years, and you have 
to provide documentation for a 
certain number of standards,” he 
said. “It’s not the 90 plus addressed 
every 10 years but there are some 






Location: Health Services Building
10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Hatcher Lecture Series
Location: Faculty House




5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Student Activities Yard Sale
Location: DSU 2113
8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Geology Club movie night
Location: EST 0350
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Chocolate with a Conscience: The Ecology 
of Kallari Cocoa Farming
Location: DSU 2124
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
BG OnStage presents: 
“James and the Giant Peach”
Location: Van Meter Hall
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Is Vladimir Putin a Threat to World 
Peace: Panel Discussion
Location: Cherry Hall 210
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 16
Campaign for the Stop Street 
Harassment Organization
Location: Centennial Mall 
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Kentucky Strings: Bluegrass 
Music and Beyond
Location: DSU South Lawn
12:00 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Sallie Bingham Reading Series
Location: Cherry Hall 0125
5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
University Senate
Location: Faculty House
3:45 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.
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Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
EDITORIAL




@Michael_Cheser: Welp it's only 12 
and we already have had a girl hit 
the fl oor lol. #TurnUp #WKU  — 12 
Apr 2015 
@joneskerrick: Had a good time at 
#WKU for junior day — 11 Apr 2015 
@mattsohl:  One year ago yester-
day, I broke my collarbone. #WKU 
#timefl ies — 10 Apr 2015 
@trin_gonzalez:  So proud of @
BiscuitsIAmHer representing #WKU 
on this #BlackLivesMatter panel at 
#ACUI15! Proud of my alma mater 
and the students involved. — 10 Apr 
2015 
@MaddyRosemrs:  I love my school 
and everything it's introduced me 
to #WKU— 10 Apr 2015 
@king_leeee: What's the move to-
night #wku— 9 Apr 2015 
@CanaHerron: Headed to my audi-
tion! Start praying! #IntoTheWoods 
#WKU #Audition — 9 Apr 2015 
@hannahh_guy: I have walked up
the Hill almost every day for 3 years
and IT NEVER GETS EASIER #hilltop-
pers #morelikehillclimbers #hill-
strugglers #WKU— 9 Apr 2015 
@__tyler__m: Is it really that hard 
to reply to an email? #lazy #wku —
9 Apr 2015 
@SamiBoBami1: Can't wait for 
WKU next year! #WKU19 #WKU— 9 
Apr 2015 
@mattsohl: @WKUDanceTeam1 
fi ght your way back. You all have 
worked hard and deserve this! WKU 
is with you all!! #gotops #WKU #na-
tionals— 9 Apr 2015 
@CarolynCont : Someone needs to
start a petition for #WKU to replace
the sketchily slow elevator in Park-
ing Structure 2 — 8 Apr 2015 
@dancingalex: 3 days, 2 colleges,
and 7 dance classes #WKU #NKU 
#dancerlife — 8 Apr 2015 
VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874 || opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.






Address: 1906 College 
Heights Blvd. #11084, 











































Director DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western Kentucky 
University's employees or of its administration.
*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The fi rst 
copy is free, and additional copies are 50 cents each, available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.
‘The Longest Ride’ sure seems long
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM
The latest Nicholas 
Sparks adaptation, 
“The Longest Ride,” 
gives us not one, but 
two unendurable ro-
mances. In the true 
Sparks fashion, both of 
these connected sto-
ries are schmaltzy to 
the extreme and as pre-
dictable as the sunrise.
When Sophia (Britt Robertson), an 
art student from New Jersey meets bull 
rider Luke (Scott Eastwood), opposites 
attract. Both characters have vastly dif-
ferent ambitions that threaten to pull 
them apart.  
On their way back from a date, they 
find Ira Levinson (Alan Alda), who had 
a heart attack in his car. When Sophia 
visits him in the hospital she reads the 
old man letters he wrote to his wife 
during the 40s, even though he saw 
her every day and thus had no reason 
to write them. 
Through this contrived plot develop-
ment, we learn about Ira and his de-
ceased wife, a Jewish refugee from Na-
zi-occupied Austria. Unlike the main 
romance in the movie, Ira’s story has 
a lot of potential— it just goes unful-
filled. It would have been interesting 
to see how World War II and the Holo-
caust affected him and his wife, but we 
get almost none of that. Instead, their 
story feels like the first ten minutes of 
Pixar’s “Up,” albeit far longer and with 
nowhere near the same level of emo-
tional impact.
The movie seems to be trying for a 
theme about the universality of love 
or something, but the two stories 
are so awkwardly mashed together 
it doesn’t work. Both romances tie 
together in preposterous ways that 
wreck the suspension of disbelief. 
The film overplays its hand, con-
stantly trying to shove sad sentimen-
tality down our throats, rather than 
just letting the events of the movie 
speak for themselves.
Long, dull and overloaded with cli-
chés sure to set your eyes rolling, “The 
Longest Ride” is a lot to slog through, 






Watch out for 
what to watch.
POSTERGATE
THE ISSUE: Although Glasgow sopho-
more Jay Todd Richey won the Student 
Government Association presidency by 
26 percentage points, recent election ap-
peals have called his victory into question. 
One anonymous source came forward 
and claimed that Richey violated Election 
Code 3.4.6, “There shall be no campaign 
material distributed into or onto doors or 
doorways on campus.” A more recent ac-
cusation alleges that Richey also violated 
code 3.4.13, "All candidates shall remove 
all campaign material from university 
property no later than fi ve (5) days after 
election." SGA’s Judicial Council will hear 
both sides on April 16.
OUR STANCE: SGA isn’t really thinking 
about disqualifying Richey over poor 
poster placement, right?
This past week has been an em-barrassment to SGA.To anyone who has ever ques-
tioned the government body’s validity 
or effectiveness, this whole situation is 
now a crown jewel in the running joke 
of the organization.
‘Postergate’ has evolved into such 
a farce that it even overshadows the 
abysmal numbers that the SGA elec-
tion report revealed, and probably 
what the organization really needs to 
work on. There’s nothing impressive 
about a total of 1,520 students vot-
ing in an election open to more than 
18,000 students. More posters prob-
ably should be put on doors. 
This is also the second SGA presi-
dential election in three years which 
saw results contested. In the spring of 
2013, Keyana Boka won the SGA presi-
dency, but controversy and havoc fol-
lowed when opponents wagered that 
she illegally had the Honors College 
send an email in support of her candi-
dacy. Although SGA’s Judicial Council 
disqualified Boka, Howard Bailey, vice 
president for Student Affairs, reinstat-
ed her. 
Maybe the only reason this isn’t three 
for three is that last year, current SGA 
President Nicki Taylor ran unopposed.
It’s a shame that this is also happen-
ing in a year when SGA has been up to 
a lot.
From debating smoking at WKU to 
bringing alcohol to on-campus res-
taurants, SGA has done quite a bit this 
year, and they should be celebrated. 
President-Elect Richey even thought 
to write a commentary for the Herald 
to outline his plans for students. Obvi-
ously, there are members of SGA who 
want to help the student body.
However, with shenanigans like this, 
it’s hard to see why students would 
want to get involved in SGA or believe 
it can be an agent of campus change. 
More so, both of these issues need 
to be put to bed. There is no smoking 
gun. There is no hotel break-in. There 
is no blue dress. There are posters ac-
cidentally put in the wrong place and 
forgotten posters on South Campus. 
Neither of these incidents are why 
Richey won by more than 300 votes. By 
continuing this charade, SGA is drag-
ging its name through the mud for no 
reason.
APRIL 14, 2015 A5WKUHERALD.COM
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Classifi ed Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards
advertising@wkuherald.com
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17 Older name for 
a passenger bus
19 Glass darkener
20 Responded in 
court




24 Wedding gown 
follower
27 Place in 
quarantine
29 Legal thing
30 Came down 
with
31 Kate, before 
Petruchio’s 
“taming”
32 Bit of 
legislation
33 U2 lead singer





42 Best man’s 
offering







53 Rank below 
cpl.









61 Years, to Nero
62 Wows, and how
63 Stone marker
64 Droops over 
time
65 Peel in a 
cocktail
66 Filled with 
cargo
DOWN
1 Tennessee home 
of the NBA’s 
Grizzlies






5 Kiev is its cap.
6 Canadian coin 
nicknamed for the 
bird on it
7 Lego or Eggo, 
for example




11 Lake Michigan 
metropolis
12 Bring up
13 Chip away at
18 Golfer’s ride
22 Dollar divs.
24 Cry out loud
25 Curved foot 
part







33 What winds do
35 Like Easter 
eggs
36 Emailed
37 Texter’s “From 
a different angle 
...”
















56 Latina lass: 
Abbr.
58 Peace, in 
Acapulco








DODGE   
LEFT:  Tyler Prill (front) and Kris Kohler (behind) of Central Michigan Univer-
sity block throws from the opposing team of Grand Valley State University. 
CMU made it to the fi nal four in the National Collegiate Dodgeball Associa-
tion Championship, but lost to GVSU. ABBEY TANNER/SPECIAL TO THE
HERALD
ABOVE:  On April 11 to12, WKU hosted the National Collegiate Dodgeball As-
sociation Championship. Sixteen teams competed over this two day tourna-
ment from all over the country. Central Michigan University and Grand Valley 
State competed in the championship game, the latter winning the title 2-0 
for the third year in a row. ABBEY TANNER/SPECIAL TO THE HERALD
BELOW:  A member of WKU's dodgeball team holds a ball before their match 
against James Madison University at the National Collegiate Dodgeball As-
sociation's national tournament on Sunday, April 12 at the Preston Center 
in Bowling Green. WKU had a 1-3 record during the tournament and was 
knocked out by JMU during the Sweet 16 round. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
APRIL 14, 2015 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
Brad Porter, a freshman at Saginaw Valley State 
University, waits for the second half of his game 
to start. The game would determine which 
teams would compete in the National Collegiate 
Dodgeball Association Championship. Having 
lost the fi rst half, Porter understands the signifi -
cance of the rest of the game. “I like dodgeball 
because it’s fun. Even though on the court it 
looks like we are trying to kill each other, off  the 
court we are all best friends,” Porter says.  
ABBEY TANNER/HERALD
Bowling Green artist John David Thompson works on his piece called “Kentucky Map,”  Saturday, at ZebraGraph-
ics in Bowling Green. Thompson created the mural that hangs above the Diddle North lot entrance to the arena.
MIKE CLARK/HERALD
LIFEWKUHERALD.COM
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BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
After a process that began in Sep-
tember, a new sorority will join the 
WKU Greek community this coming 
fall.
Delta Zeta sorority will come to WKU 
after being approved by the WKU Pan-
hellenic Council. Delta Zeta beat out 
Alpha Sigma Tau and Gamma Phi Beta 
sororities, all of which gave presenta-
tions on why they wanted to have a lo-
cal chapter at WKU last month.
According to its website, Delta Zeta’s 
purpose is to “unite its members in the 
bonds of sincere and lasting friend-
ship, to stimulate one another in the 
pursuit of knowledge, to promote the 
moral and social culture of its mem-
bers, and to develop plans for guid-
ance and unity in action.” 
Alex Kennedy, coordinator for Greek 
Affairs, said recruitment for the soror-
ity will begin during MASTER Plan, a 
program that occurs the week before 
the fall semester starts to help residen-
tial freshman get acclimated to college 
life.
Kennedy said officers will be elected 
or appointed within the sorority itself, 
but a sorority national volunteer may 
facilitate the process.
Delta Zeta will be the ninth sorority 
in the WKU Panhellenic Association 
and the 15th sorority overall on WKU’s 
campus. 
 Within the WKU Panhellenic Asso-
ciation, there is a concept called “to-
tal” which is the average chapter size. 
Sororities are encouraged to reach the 
“total”, which is 147 for this semester. 
Kennedy said Delta Zeta will try to 
reach “total,” but will not be held to 
that standard as it is still new.
Charley Pride, director of Student 
Activities, said he hopes the new so-
rority helps with student retention 
and  development. 
“If you can get them involved, they 
stay here,” he said. “They make a con-
nection, they become leaders, they 
become involved. All of that comes 
together.”




Bowling Green artist illustrates with Kentucky spirit
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
 LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
                  Paducah native John 
Thompson loves to draw. By 
day he manages the Bowling 
Green branch of design firm 
ZebraGraphics. By night, he 
takes up his pencil, sits at 
his easel and sketches intri-
cate illustrations. His art has 
caught the attention of the 
community at large. Thomp-
son's work graces the Diddle 
North lot entrance to Diddle 
Arena. 
“I’ve been drawing all my 
life, just for fun,” he said. 
Thompson said he’s been 
drawing since he was old 
enough to hold a pencil. 
He said art has always been 
something he’s wanted to do, 
and he’s always been driven 
to draw. He said during high 
school he would often draw 
his own comic books.
The style he used in his 
comic books of exaggera-
tion and unrealism has 
spilled into the work he does 
today. 
“Sometimes I joke that my 
art career streams from 13 
years of getting in trouble for 
drawing in class,” Thomp-
son said. 
Thompson’s artistic work 
started off with portraits, but 
now he finds himself doing 
illustrations. One of Thomp-
son’s recent works was an 
illustrated map of Bowling 
Green. The map was drawn 
in his comic-like style and 
included many of Bowling 
Green’s iconic features—the 
Corvette museum, WKU’s 
campus, the Square, Beech 
Bend Park and Southern 
Lanes. For this project, he 
said it took a lot of research 
and a heavy amount of time 
put in.
“Maybe 100 hours. I wasn’t 
keeping track,” Thompson 
said. “This is something that 
DODGE
DUCK  DIP  DIVE  DODGE
WKU hosts dodgeball tournament 
BY TREY CRUMBIE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
College students from 
across the nation traveled 
to WKU this weekend to en-
gage a sport played in thou-
sands of elementary schools: 
dodgeball.
 The Preston Center host-
ed the National Collegiate 
Dodgeball Association 
Championship on Saturday 
and Sunday.
The building was filled with 
the passionate screams and 
shouts of men and women 
as rubber balls bounced off 
bodies and chairs.
Louisville sophomore 
Dominique Warfield, a 
member of WKU’s dodge-
ball team, has been playing 
since last year. Warfield said 
he loves multiple aspects of 
the sport. 
“The atmosphere, how 
competitive it is,” he said. 
“These games, they’re close 
and they come down to the 
wire and everybody is get-
ting hyped. I love that.”
On Sunday, a crowd clung 
to the rails of the upstairs 
walking track to watch the 
action as students adorned 
in colored sports jerseys 
tried their best to clobber 
the opposing side with the 
spherical weapons. The 
crowd uttered a collective 
shout of surprise each time a 
player was struck fairly hard. 
Sixteen dodgeball teams 
participated in the tourney, 
including WKU, University 
of Kentucky, Ohio State Uni-
versity and Pennsylvania 
State University.
The players ducked, spun 
and ran in order to secure 
victory for their team or to 
avoid getting eliminated 
from the game themselves.
Joe Lucen, a sophomore 
from the University of Ken-
tucky, said the sport has in-
troduced him to a variety of 
people due to the amount of 
traveling involved. 
“I’ve met some of the best 
SEE ARTIST PAGE B3
SEE DODGE PAGE B3
If you can get them 
involved, they stay here, 
they make a connection, 
they become leaders, 
they become involved. 
All of that comes 
together.”
Charley Pride,
Director of Student Activities
A member of WKU's dodgeball team holds a ball during a timeout in a match against Saginaw Valley State University at the National 
Collegiate Dodgeball Association's national tournament Saturday, April 11, at the Preston Center. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
SEE PAGE A6 FOR MORE WKU DODGE BALL PHOTOS
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S tudent Publications is home to the College Heights Herald and Talisman. The Office of Student Publications provides students with valuable hands-on experience. Positions 
in writing, photography, design, sales, marketing, multimedia and copy editing develop 
skills that give students a competitive edge when entering the workplace. Students from all 
departments and majors are a part of our team. We are accepting applications until April 
28. Pick one up at the Adams-Whitaker Student Publications building across from Mass 
Media & Technology Hall.
Samantha   Wright,
a  crimonology   major 
and   news   reporter   
for   the   college   
heights   herald
people I’ve ever met in my 
life, and I only get to see them 
a couple of times a year when 
we all happen to be at the same 
tournament,” he said.
After each game, team mem-
bers retreated from the dodge-
ball courts to the front of Pres-
ton to either wish each other 
good luck during the next game 
or for a safe trip home.
WKU lost to James Madison 
University 3-0 on Sunday, dur-
ing the Sweet 16.
Warfield said it was fun play-
ing in the tournament and 
was happy with how the team 
played overall.
“We didn’t end it the way we 
would have wanted to, but 
we’re growing, still doing a lot 
of rebuilding,” he said. 
The final match played Sun-
day afternoon involved Cen-
tral Michigan University and 
Grand Valley State University. 
GVSU won the final match, 
2-0. This was the team's third 
consecutive championship 
and seventh overall.
Kevin Bailey, a senior from 
Grand Valley State University, 
said it was a goal from the very 
beginning to win the champi-
onship. Bailey said it was such 
a relief when the final buzzer 
sounded. 
 "It was just the best feeling 
because we all got to celebrate 
together," he said.
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utility player Jacqueline McGill made it 
home off an Eagle error. 
Hannah Parker stepped into the cir-
cle to pitch at the top of the fourth and 
immediately notched two strikeouts. 
Parker allowed no hits or runs the rest 
of the game.
Shawna Sadler stepped up to the 
plate at the bottom of the fourth and 
hit a line drive RBI triple, sending 
Chaumont home for a score of 2-0.
Pugh hit an RBI single in the fifth in-
ning that sent Holloway home. 
With the bases loaded, Chaumont 
gave it her all and hit an RBI double to 
bring in three more runs, bringing the 
score to 6-0.
Game Three (8-0)
The Lady Toppers completed the 
sweep after just five innings. WKU 
notched 13 hits and Kramer (17-4) 
pitched another double-digit strikeout 
game with 10, her 19th of the season.
Kramer allowed two hits and one 
walk.
All but two Lady Toppers posted hits. 
Franklin, Hanson, and Holloway had two 
runs each. Hanson attributed two RBIs.
The score was 3-0 by the second in-
ning with Franklin’s run in the first 
followed by Hanson’s and Holloway’s 
runs in the second.
Chaumont hit her second home run 
during the third inning, hitting the ball 
over the left field fence. 
Freshman Lexie Norfleet scored a 
run with two outs on the board thanks 
to Hanson.
The game was 8-0 by the end of the 
third and ended in the fifth inning.
WKU’s inaugural C-USA season is 
drawing to a close, with just three more 
conference series left to play against 
FIU, Charlotte and Middle Tennessee. 
“We’re looking to come in and make 
better adjustments at the plate and 
continue to pitch really well in the cir-
cle,” Tudor said. 
On the sprinting side, WKU 
sophomore All-American Em-
manuel Dasor won the 200 
and 400-meter dashes with 
times of 20.85 and 46.58 re-
spectively. 
“It was really exciting to com-
pete at home—it was great,” 
Dasor said. “This year was an 
even bigger expectation, be-
cause we can always improve.”
Dasor also said he felt most 
comfortable in the 200 meter. 
“I don’t care about my strides 
in 200,” Dasor said. “It’s all 
about finishing, and this was 
my first time doing the 200 in 
outdoor— it was really great.”
Dasor’s time in the 400-meter 
dash ranks 4th in WKU history 
and first in C-USA this season. 
His time in the 200-meter dash 
ranks second in the league. 
Dasor also contributed to 
the Hilltoppers' win in the 
400-meter relay, finishing with 
a time of 40.54 seconds. Fresh-
man Grant Swinton, sopho-
more Ventavius Sears and ju-
nior Ja’Karyus Redwine were 
the other contributing ath-
letes on the way to clocking a 
40.54 showing. 
WKU also had high accom-
plishments from their throw-
ers, including senior Travis 
Gerding, who nabbed a win in 
the discus with a toss of 166-8 
and finished third in the shot 
put at 54-8 1/4. 
Senior Jatavia Wright fin-
ished 100-meter hurdles with 
the second fastest time in 
Lady Topper history of 13.91 
seconds. She finished fourth 
in the event.  
Lady Topper sprinter Carrol 
Hardy won the 100-meter dash 
with a time of 11.61 seconds.
Overall, the team earned three 
top 25 performances in the 
meet and several of the athletes 
had performances that moved 
them in the top eight of the con-
ference rankings. 
The Hilltoppers and Lady 
Toppers will be competing 
again this weekend, the team 
will be split with half going to 
Mt. SAC Relays and the other 
half going to the Austin Peay 
Invitational.
day would not be any more cheerful 
for the Hilltoppers. They gave up five 
runs, 15 hits overall, in the first five in-
nings to lose their second C-USA series 
of the season. 
The Hilltoppers regained some en-
ergy in the fifth inning by scoring two 
runs on three hits, but could not create 
a big enough threat to the solid Golden 
Eagle defense. 
“If a couple of our hits go left or 
right a couple more inches, we have 
a really good of-
fensive day,” My-
ers said. “We don’t 
change who we 
are just because 
of this loss. We 
can’t dwell on this. 
That’s a good team, and we had our 
chances, and now we have to go play 
Kentucky.”
The Hilltoppers will look to get back 
on track in Lexington on Tuesday as 
they begin their week against Ken-
tucky. First pitch is set for 5:30 p.m. CT 
at Cliff Hagan Stadium.
Kennedy said the Greek community 
has been very interested in the new 
sorority coming to campus.
“Overwhelming the community is 
nothing but positive,” she said.
Mandi Evans, director of Membership 
Services for Delta Zeta’s national organi-
zation, said the sorority has had its eye on 
WKU for a long time and is looking for-
ward becoming apart of the community.
“We hope to provide an opportunity 
for women who may not have had the 
sorority experience,” she said.”  
Kennedy echoed Evans thoughts on 
Delta Zeta offering a unique sorority 
experience for women.
“Being a founding sister to a brand 
new chapter can be a very exciting 
thing and it’s a great honor,” she 
said.
For those interesting in joining Del-













I’ve always done in my leisure 
time mostly, and this was more 
of a labor of love, so I wasn’t get-
ting commissioned to do it or 
really keeping track of my time.” 
Candle Makers on the Square 
is one of the local businesses 
that features Thompson’s work. 
Brittney Black, manager of 
Candle Makers, said the store 
began showcasing Thompson’s 
work in September of last year. 
Black said people, especially 
tourists, love his portrayal of 
Bowling Green, and she ap-
plauds his work as well. 
“I, personally, love his work. His 
drawings are amazing,” she said. 
Last fall, Thompson was 
commissioned by Houchens 
Industries to update the mu-
ral inside the Diddle North 
lot entrance to Diddle Arena. 
Thompson said the mural took 
76 hours to complete. Thomp-
son said Houchens Industries 
approached him after they had 
seen his map of Bowling Green.
“They liked that homespun, 
hand drawn quality about it 
and they wanted their mural to 
be in that same style, but very 
colorful,” he said. 
Brandon Jones, marketing 
coordinator for Houchens In-
dustries, said the company 
had worked with Thompson 
on projects through Zebra-
Graphics. Jones has known 
Thompson for several years 
personally and professionally.
“I’ve seen quite a bit of his work 
and he’s phenomenal,” he said.
Jones said the premise be-
hind the Houchens Industries 
mural was to artistically and 
creatively display causes that 
are important to Houchens. 
Organizations such as United 
Way, Junior Achievement and 
the Center for Courageous 
Kids are all featured icons on 
the mural. Jones said he and 
Houchens are very pleased 
with the finished product. 
Thompson is now working on 
an illustrated map of Kentucky 
he began a couple of months 
ago and continually updates in 
his free time. He said it has been 
an educational experience for 
him, since he knows Bowling 
Green more than other cities. 
Thompson is attempting to 
show cities for what their best 
known for, like the Kentucky 
Derby in Louisville and the bar-
becue in Owensboro. 
“I’m trying to iconize each 
major city by showing what it’s 
known for,” Thompson said. 
Thompson is also working 
on a commissioned project 
with the United Way of South-
ern Kentucky for their 25th 
anniversary. Thompson said 
he doesn’t plan on quitting his 
job at ZebraGraphics to pur-
sue a full-time job as an artist, 
as both have continually pro-
vided him with creative outlet.
“In my day job, I get to be 
creative, and in my night job 
I do as well. Like I said, the in-
fluences overlap one another, 
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WKU senior Karleigh Parker reacts after 
committing a foul during the pole vault 
competition in the Hilltopper Relays, Satur-
day at the Ruter Track and Field Complex. 
Parker fi nished third in the event, but not 
before both she and WKU freshman Ria 
Mollers, who fi nished second, set the school 
pole vault record at 13-feet-7.5 inches. NICK 
WAGNER/HERALD
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BY HUNTER FRINT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Topper softball team 
dished out a three-game sweep of the 
Southern Miss Golden Eagles this past 
weekend. 
Two of WKU’s (25-7, 10-2) three wins 
on the weekend came in shutout fash-
ion.  A doubleheader on Saturday af-
ternoon clenched the series for the 
Lady Toppers with scores of 7-1 and 
6-0.  
The final match on Sunday ended 
with a score of 8-0, giving the Lady 
Toppers their 10th C-USA win of teh 
season. Two other teams, Florida 
Atlantic and University of Alabama 
Birmingham have double-digit wins 
(10). 
With the sweep, WKU stays in first 
place of the league’s East Division.  
Freshman infielder Carleigh Chau-
mont had a big weekend for the Lady 
Toppers, hitting the first two home 
runs of her Lady Topper career over 
the course of the series. Chaumont 
notched five hits and three runs off of 
10 at bats on the weekend.
“I was really proud of my whole 
pitching staff as well as Carleigh Chau-
mont,” Head Coach Amy Tudor said. 
“What a weekend. I’m real proud of 
that kid. You know, she got her shot, 
she took it and she hit the ball really 
well.”
Game One (7-1)
Senior Pitcher Miranda Kramer 
started for WKU and pitched all sev-
en innings of the first game. Kramer 
notched 11 strikeouts and allowed 
only four hits and one run.
Junior infielder Morgan McKeever 
took the only run scored by the Gold-
en Eagles all weekend when she stole 
home plate.
Senior Shelbee Rodgers earned the 
start for Southern Miss on the mound, 
holding an ERA of 6.09.  
Senior Larissa Franklin started off 
the scoring for the Lady Tops in the 
first inning. WKU brought in the runs 
quickly, ending the first inning with a 
score of 5-1.
In the sixth inning Dani Pugh’s RBI 
home run brought in the final two 
runs bringing the final score to 7-1.
Game Two (6-0) 
The game opened with WKU in the 
field and Lady Topper senior Janna 
Scheff at the mound. Scheff pitched 
until the fourth inning and allowed 
three hits and no runs.
The score held at 0-0 until the bot-
tom of the third when Lady Topper 





WKU's Peter Agaba splashes into a pool of water in the steeplechase event during the Hilltopper Relays at the Ruter Track 
and Field Complex on Saturday. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
BY ALEXUS RICHARDSON 
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
This weekend, the WKU 







comes once a year. WKU 
student athletes broke per-
sonal and school records as 
they competed in the Hill-
topper Relays at the Ruter 
Track and Field Complex. 
It was the seventh straight 
year WKU hosted their an-
nual home event. With the 
weather in their favor, 21 
teams from 12 institutions 
came out for competition, 
including multiple Confer-
ence USA schools and two 
of the strongest NAIA (Na-
tional Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics) schools 
in the country. 
Head Coach Eric Jenkins 
said that he was excited to 
be able to bring in such a 
high caliber of competition. 
“We started out with 4 
or 5 teams, and now hav-
ing 15 really shows our 
progression,” Jenkins said. 
“We hope to continue to 
enhance our facilities and 
provide experience where 
people can come out and 
really enjoy their Saturday.” 
In Saturday’s relay events, 
pole-vaulters senior Kar-
leigh Parker and freshman 
Ria Mollers both set a new 
WKU record at 13-feet-7.5 
inches. 
They finished with Mollers 
in second and Parker in 
third, with Mollers finishing 
with less misses. 
SEE TRACK & FIELD PAGE B3
Toppers drop series to Southern Miss in ‘game of inches’
BY JOHN REECER 
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Hilltoppers lost two 
of three conference games 
against Southern Miss this 
past weekend at Nick Denes 
Field and dropped to seventh 
place in the Conference USA 
rankings. 
After winning the first game 
of the series 5-0 on Friday, 
Southern Miss defeated WKU 
(16-16) in a blowout with a 
score of 15-3 on Saturday. The 
Golden Eagles would then go 
on to win the series on Sunday 
with a score of 6-3. 
“It’s a game of inches,” Head 
Coach Matt Myers said. “The 
series came down to liter-
ally a couple of pitches today, 
and that’s just baseball. When 
you are playing clean baseball 
against good teams that’s what 
it usually comes down to. I’m 
not mad at how we played. We 
just came up short.” 
Friday, WKU started the se-
ries on a high note, a shutout 
highlighted by the perfor-
mances of junior pitcher John 
Harman and redshirt sopho-
more pitcher Kevin Elder on 
the mound. The duo com-
bined to give up just one hit 
on the day and nine strikeouts 
as Harman earned the win 
and Elder earned the save. 
“I thought that John Har-
man was outstanding,” My-
ers said. “I’m really proud of 
how he performed with him 
getting a late notice on the 
start. Kevin Elder has got a 
lot of confidence, and he was 
outstanding tonight. He really 
saved the pitching staff with 
his unbelievable play.”  
Senior shortstop Cody Wof-
ford and junior third baseman 
Danny Hudzina provided the 
energy on offense. Wofford 
hit a two-run home run in the 
sixth inning and Hudzina hit a 
solo bomb in the seventh. 
The series took a turn in fa-
vor of Southern Miss in game 
two. WKU committed four er-
rors early on, allowing South-
ern Miss 14 runs in the first 
four innings. Southern Miss 
evened the series at 1-1. 
“We just aren’t playing well 
defensively, and our pitching 
has also not been there,” said 
sophomore outfielder Paul 
Murray. “Those little errors we 
made today were huge, and we 
have to clean up the little things. 
Defense wins championships 
at the end of the day, and we 
have to get better there.”
Murray proved to be one of 
the bright spots for the Hill-
toppers, finishing the day with 
a career high in hits going for 4 
for 5 at the plate. 
“Murray was awesome to-
day,” Myers said. “He has been 
the guy that we go to against 
left handers, and he gave four 
to five great at bats. I am proud 
of him.” 
The rubber match on Sun-
Hilltopper senior Brandon Allen fi res a pitch against Southern Miss at Nick Denes Field on Saturday. 
NICK WAGNER/HERALD
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No place like home
Hilltopper Relays show program’s progression
» Twitter: Follow @WKUHeraldSports 
for live updates of softball, baseball, and 
track & fi eld events this weekend. 
april 17 & 18, all day
mt. SAC relays/ Austin 
Peay Invitational
@ walnut, CA/ 
Clarksville, TN
Next meet
